The Dialogue of Cultures and International Relationships in the New Century  by Qichen, Qian
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
1877-0428 © 2010 Beijing Forum. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
doi:10.1016/j.sbspro.2010.05.098
Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 2 (2010) 7369–7370
Selected Papers of Beijing Forum 2004 
The Dialogue of Cultures and International Relationships in the 
New Century 
Qian Qichen 
Keynote Speaker, Former Vice-Premier of China 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The First Beijing Forum, with “The Harmony and Prosperity of Civilizations” as its theme, is formally opened 
here today. I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to this great conference. 
Human society is undergoing a profound reform in the 21st century. Science and technology are being updated 
with every passing day; the globalization of economy is developing rapidly; and with the rapid increase of the 
communications between nations, they have become increasingly interdependent. In these new historical 
circumstances, the international society is confronted with some common issues, namely, how to create harmony for 
the coexistence of nations, how to solve new problems and meet new challenges through international cooperation, 
and how to achieve our common goal of mutual development and prosperity? Indeed, we are facing a series of new 
problems and challenges, including the different levels of different countries in the aspect of informatization, the 
competitions in the field of intellectual property rights, the exploitation and utilization of new energy sources, and 
the respect for basic human rights in every nation, etc. 
In the following speech, I would like to raise several points for further discussion, concerning a more effective 
way to deal with international relationships in this new century: 
Firstly, the principle of equality should become the common ground for the democratization and 
institutionalization of international relationships. Although there is a distinction of big and small, rich and poor, 
strong and weak, every country is considered to be equal in legal terms, and enjoys equal rights when participating 
in international affairs. In international relationships we should advocate and practice the principles of democracy 
and equality. Some countries may be small, weak, or with some particular problems, and therefore should be taken 
into preferential considerations. But to seek real cooperation with them based on the principle of equality is still our 
most important task. 
Secondly, a new definition of safety as mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality and cooperation should be 
established. Dialogue fosters mutual trust, and cooperation ensures safety. Problems between two countries should 
be solved in peace through dialogues, instead of resorting to military force or threats. Whatever conflict there might 
be happening on a nation’s territory, it is still an internal affair of a sovereign country. International society may 
help this country when necessary, but the aid should be authorized by UNSC, based on generally recognized 
international principles and with respect to the sovereignty of this country. 
Thirdly, diversity of this world should be respected. Diversity is a basic feature of human society as well as an 
important condition for the progress and development of the world. Different civilizations should in the first place 
respect one another and coexist in harmony. This viewpoint conforms quite well with the theme of the present forum. 
As world history has already demonstrated, if a country counts only on its military power and desires to conquer 
others only with their military forces, instead of seeking coexistence in peace, it would never succeed in the end. 
Only through the fusion of different cultures can international society and human civilizations make continuous 
progress. 
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Fourthly, multilateralism should be actively advocated. In this era of globalization and informatization, countries 
have become increasingly interdependent. No one can secure its safety entirely by its own force. Multilateral 
cooperation is therefore necessary on such issues as striking terrorism, protecting the environment, controlling 
epidemic diseases, or guarding against financial crises. Multilateralism is an efficient way to respond to common 
challenges to mankind. International cooperation is requisite to exert fully the potency of multilateral system in 
order to deal with all kinds of threats or challenges. Past experiences have proved that unilateralism or dictatorship 
is not only ineffective in solving these problems, but also impossible to succeed in the final analysis. 
Fifthly, the sustainable development of human society should be pursued as a goal. In contemporary world the 
common development is still a pricking problem. The gap between the South and the North is expanding, and the 
phenomenon of poverty is even more conspicuous. Tendency of globalization has benefited some countries, while 
marginalized some others. We must remember that the world is an interconnected whole. In the long run, the 
developed countries will be unlikely to base their prosperity on the poverty of other developing countries. We 
should cooperate in the spirit of mutual benefit, for the sake of a more healthy development of globalization, in the 
direction of mutual benefit and common gain. 
Ladies and gentlemen, in recent years, many achievements have been made in theoretical or practical fields 
concerning the problems of international order in a new situation. In those attempts and researches, some succeeded, 
whereas others failed, and still others proved to be even harmful in practice. But in both practice and theories, 
people have arrived at the same conclusion, namely, in this interdependent, multipolar and multicultural world, the 
most vigorous and fundamental theory on international relationship is still the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence. 
After World War , there emerged in Asia and Africa surging movements against colonialism, striving for the 
independence of states and the emancipation of nations. The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were created at 
this historical moment in Asia, which is continent with stretching land and a large population, with great differences 
among diverse religions and social systems. In human history, Asian countries had created brilliant cultures, but 
almost all of them suffered from the rule and oppression of imperialism or colonialism in modern times. Therefore 
they all hoped to create a new kind of international relationship, and to cooperate   with other countries on the basis 
of equality and mutual respect. In June 1954, the Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai visited India and Burma, during this 
visit, the prime ministers of the three countries proposed the so-called “Pancha shila,” or the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence. At the AsiaAfrica Summit convened in Bandung, April 1955, the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence were further polished and developed into a more extensive document, which was then 
introduced to the diplomatic world. Shining with the light of Asian cultural wisdom, it was a great contribution 
made by the newly emancipated Asian people to the realm of international relationships. In the following half 
century, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have withstood the tests of the everchanging world affairs 
and were gradually accepted by the international society as the basic principles concerning international 
relationships. 
As one of the advocators of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, China advocates a foreign policy rooted 
in the resourceful soil of Chinese culture. “Unity in Diversity” is a brilliant idea in ancient Chinese philosophy, 
inherited and enhanced by generations of Chinese people during the past two thousand years. Here I would like to 
end this speech by quoting some words engraved on a stele in memory of National Southwest Associated University, 
erected on the campus of Peking University, as the following: 
 
Neither the would Unity hinder the Diversity, nor the Diversity harm the Unity. Five Colors are iridescent when shining 
together and complementing each other; Eight Tones are harmonious and balanced when played together. Miscellaneous lives are 
nourished together without harming each other; miscellaneous ways are practiced together without counteracting each other. 
Minor virtues flow like river, while great virtues moralize the world. This is why Heaven and Earth are as great as such. 
 
Finally, I wish the First Beijing Forum a complete success! 
Thank you! 
(Trans. by Yang Zhiyi; Revised by Shen Hong) 
